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I’R  CADEIRYDD  AC  AELODAU  GYNGOR  DOSBARTH 
GWLEDIG  HIRAETHOG 


Mr.  Cadeirydd  a Ciiynghorwyr, 

Mae’n  bleser  gennym  ni  a’r  ArolyguT  lechyd  gyflwyno  edn  hadroddiad 
ar  iechyd  yr  ardal  am  y flwyddyn  1971. 

Bwriedir  ad-drefnu’r  Gwasanaeth  lechyd  yn  y dyfodol  agos,  ac  fe 
fydd  hyn  yn  uno’r  gyfundrefn  driphlyg  bresennol,  sy’n  cynnwys  Gwasan- 
aeth lechyd  yr  Awdurdod  Lleol,  Gwasanaeth  Ysbytai,  a Gwasanaethau’r 
Cyngor  Gweinyddol,  o dan  un  Awdurdod  lechyd.  Dyddiad  yr  ad-drefniad 
hwn  yw’r  laf  Ebrill,  1974,  er  mwyn  cyd-redeg  ag  Ad-drefniad  Llywod- 
raeth  Lleol.  Bydd  llwyddiant  yr  awdurdodau  newydd  hyn  yn  dibynnu 
ar  baratoad,  eiddgarA\'cii  a diwydrwydd  pawb  sy’n  gysylltiedig  a’r  newid 
hwn,  ar  hyn  o bryd,  ac  ar  dl  Ebrill,  1974. 

Daeth  Deddf  Gwasanaeth  Cymdeithasol  1970  i rym  yn  Ebrill,  1971, 
ac  fe  ddaethpwyd  a Gwasanaethau,  er  gofal  plant,  oedolion  rhwysmethiedig 
(yn  feddyliol  ac  yn  gorfforol)  a’r  henoed,  o dan  yr  Adran  Gwasanaethau 
Cymdeithasol  newydd  y Cyngor  Sir.  Felly,  y mae’r  adran  newydd  hon  yn 
mabwysiadu  gweithgarwch  Adrannau  Plant  a Lleshad  y Cynghorau  Sir 
yn  gyfangwbl,  ac  hefyd  rhai  Gwasanaethau  Lleshad  Meddyliol. 

iDymunwn  ddiolch  i chwi,  Mr.  Cadeirydd,  ac  i Aelodau’r  Cyngor  i 
gyd,  am  eich  cymorth  a’ch  arw^einiad.  Hoiffem  ddiolch  hefvd  ei  Glerc  v 
Cyngor,  yr  Arolygwr  lechyd,  a’r  swyddogion  eraill  i gyd  am  eu  cyd- 
weithTediad  hwythau. 

Yr  eiddoch  yn  gywir, 

M.  T.  ISLWYN  JONES, 

A.  L.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

Swyddogion  Meddygoil  lechyd. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AMD  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HIRAETHOG  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

It  gives  us  and  the  Public  Health  Inspector  great  pleasure  to  present 
our  report  on  the  health  of  the  district  for  the  year  of  1971. 

Reorganisation  of  the  Health  Services  will  in  the  near  future  be  imple- 
mented ; this  will  unify  the  present  triparite  system  comprising  the  Local 
Authority  Health  Services,  Hospital  Services,  and  Executive  Council  Ser- 
vices, under  one  Area  Health  Authority.  The  date  of  implementation  is 
April  1st,  1974,  simultaneously  with  Reorganisation  of  Local  Government. 
The  success  of  these  new  authorities  wall  depend  on  the  preparation, 
enthusiasm  and  diligence  of  all  concerned  now  and  after  April,  1974. 

The  Social  Services  Act  1970  was  implemented  in  April,  1971,  and 
brought  social  care  of  the  deprived  child,  the  adult  handicapped  (both 
mentally  and  physically')  and  the  elderly  under  the  new  Social  Services 
Department  of  the  County  Council.  Thus  this  new  department  has  taken 
over  the  functions  of  the  Children’s  and  Welfare  Departments  of  the 
County  Council  in  toto  and  also  certain  functions  of  the  County  Health 
Department,  namely  the  Home  Help  and  Mental  Welfare  Services. 

We  wash  to  thank  you  Mr.  Chairman  and  all  Members  of  the  Council 
for  your  help  and  guidance.  We  also  thank  the  Clerk  to  the  Council,  the 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  other  officers  for  their  assistance  and 
support. 


General  Statisties  of  the  Rural  Distriet 


Area  of  the  District 93,097 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  (mid-1971)  4,090 

Number  of  occupied  houses 1,613 

Rateable  Value  ;^1'20,075 

Sums  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  £1,012 


The  estimated  population  for  1971  was  4,090  compaired  with  4,300  in 
1970. 

DEATHS. 


Comparability  Factor  : 102. 


England 
and  Wales 
1971 

Hiraethog 

R.D.C. 

1970  1971 

Crude  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  

11.6 

11.4 

14.9 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

11.6 

11.6 

15.2 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still- 

births)   

12 

Nil 

26 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  births) 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4 weeks 

per  1,000  total  live  births)  

12 

Nil 

Nil 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  

10 

Nil 

Nil 

Ptri-natal  Mortality  Rate  (still-births  and  deaths 
under  1 week  per  1,000  total  live  and  still- 
births)   22  Nil  26 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred 
during  the  year  1971  : 


Cause  of  Death 

X 

O 

C/1 

1 

All  Ages  I 

1 

i 

1 

65—74 

75  and  over  1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

M 

1 

1 



Diseases 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Maligrnant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

M 

F 

4 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine 

M 













F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Diabetes  Mellitus 

M 

1 





— 



1 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Hypertensive  Disease 

M 









F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

M 

10 

— 

— 

4 

5 

1 

F 

7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease 

M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Cerebrovascular  Disease 

M 

3 



— 

— 

1 

2 

F 

11 

— 

— 

2 

3 

0 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

System 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pneumonia 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

6 

— 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

M 













F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Symptoms  and  ill-defined 

M 

1 



— 

— 

— 

1 

conditions 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

F 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suicide  and  Self-inflicted  Injuries 

M 

F 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL  ALL  CAUSES 

M 

28 

1 

1 

8 

9 

9 

F 

33 

— 

— 

3 

11 

19 

There  were  61  deaths  during  the  year  compared  with  49  during 
L970;  this  is  a 20%  increase.  The  crude  death  rate  was  14.9  per  thousand 
population  and  the  corrected  death  rate  was  15.2  which  is  31%  higher  than 
that  for  England  and  Wales  (11. 6). 

Deaths  in  the  65-74  year  age  group  accounted  for  nearly  one-third, 
and  deaths  in  over  75  year  age  group  accounted  for  46%  of  the  total 
deaths;  thus  79%  of  all  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

40  deaths  were  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart  and  circulation,  this  is 
66%  of  the  total  deaths.  The  largest  single  cause  of  death  was  ischaemic 
heart  disease  which  caused  17  deaths,  10  male  and  7 female  followed  by 
cerebrovascular  disease  which  caused  14  deaths.  The  increase  in  total 
deaths  is  attributable  to  an  increase  of  deaths  from  these  2 causes  which 
is  more  than  twice  the  number  during  1970. 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  (17  deaths),  cancer  of  the  lung  (nil)  and 
bronchitis  and  emphysema  (1  death)  are  associated  with  cigarette  smoking 
and  caused  a total  of  18  deaths,  4 more  than  during  1970. 

Malignant  diseases  (cancer)  caused  7 deaths  compared  with  15  during 
1970,  the  commonest  type  being  cancer  of  the  stomach,  which  caused  4 
deaths. 

One  death  was  caused  by  other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases. 

Pneumonia  caused  6 deaths,  all  in  ladies,  four  in  the  75  year  and 
over  age  group  and  two  in  the  65  to  74  year  age  group. 

Diabetes,  diseases  of  digestive  system,  ill  defined  conditions,  motor 
vehicle  accident  and  suicide  each  caused  1 death. 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

For  the  second  year  in  succession  there  were  no  infant  deaths  giving 
an  infant  mortality  rate  of  nil  compared  with  18  per  thousand  live  births 
for  England  and  Wales. 

PERI-NATAL  DEATHS  AND  STILL-BIRTHS. 

There  was  one  still-birth  during  1971  giving  a still-birth  rate  of  26 
per  thousand  total  births  compared  with  nil  for  1970,  and  12  for  England 
and  Wales.  The  peri-natal  mortality  rate  (still -births  and  deaths  in  the 
first  week  per  thousand  total  births)  was  26  compared  with  nil  last  year 
and  22  for  England  and  Wales. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 


BIRTHS. 

Comparability  Factor ...  1.18 

Number  of  births  relating  to  residents 74 


There  are  no  Maternity  Hospitals  in  the  Rural  District,  and  mothers 
are  admitted  to  Maternity  Homes  and  Hospitals  outside  the  area  for  their 
confinement. 

The  births  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  28  41  69 

Illegitimate  1 4 6 


29  45  74 


There  were  74  births  during  1971  which  is  13  more  than  the  total 
deaths  for  the  year,  and  is  exactly  the  same  as  the  number  of  births 
during  1970  (74).  The  corrected  birth  rate  for  the  area  of  21.4  per  thou- 
sand population  is  33%  greater  than  that  for  England  and  Wales  (16.0). 
There  were  5 illegitimate  births  compared  with  nil  during  1970,  thus  7% 
of  the  total  births  were  illegitimate  compared  with  8%  for  England  and 
Wales. 
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Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  1971  arranged  in  the  various  age  groups.  The  number  of 
cases  notified  in  1970'  is  given  in  the  first  column  for  comparison  : 


Notifiable  Diseases 

Total  1970 

! 1 

Total  1971 

i 

1 

Under  1 year  j 

1 

1—5  years  j 

6 — 15  years 

:/5 

c3 

V 

1 

26 — 45  years 

65  years 
and  over 

Dysentery  

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Jaundice 

! 6 

13 

— 

2 

8 

1 

1 

1 

Measles  

. 17 

35 

1 

24 

7 

1 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

. 2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  ...  . 

2 

2 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  29 

53 

3 

27 

17 

2 

2 

2 

The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  1971  was  53 
compared  with  29  in  1970.  The  area  was  affected  by  an  outbreak  of 
measles  during  the  first  3 months  of  the  year,  and  this  disease  accounted 
for  35  of  the  total  infectious  diseases  notified. 

An  outbreak  of  infective  jaundice  occurred  in  the  Pentrefoelas,  Glas- 
fryn  and  Cerrigydrudion  areas  during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  with 
T2  notified  cases,  but  with  a large  unknown  number  of  children  who  were 
affected  but  not  notified  because  of  the  mildness  of  the  disease. 

This  and  other  similarly  contracted  diseases  spread  very  rapidly 
amongst  young  children  and  the  mild  or  symptomless  cases  are  particularly 
prone  to  spread  the  infection.  A technique  of  hand  rinsing  was  introduced 
into  Pentrefoelas,  Glasfryn  and  Cerrigydrudion  schools  at  the  end  of  Feb- 
ruary. Each  child  rinses  his  or  her  potentially  infected  hands  in  a solution 
oflDenzylkonium  chloride  (which  is  an  extremely  efficient  sterilizing  solu- 
tion'i  and  dries  the  hands  on  disposible  paper  towels.  This  procedure  is 
carried  out  by  each  child  on  entering  the  classroom,  i.e.,  at  the  begin- 
ning of  each  of  the  four  daily  sessions  and  whenever  a child  visits  the 
toilets  during  a session.  This  is  in  addition  to  normal  hand  washing.  This 
procedure  is  of  proven  value  in  the  control  of  dysentery  outbreaks  in 
schools  and  is  similarly  effective  in  the  control  of  other  diseases  such  as 
infective  jaundice  which  are  spread  by  the  faeco-oral  route.  The  hand 
rinsing  procedure  was  continued  in  the  schools  up  to  the  Easter  break  and 
no  further  cases  in  schoolchildren  occurred  after  this,  although  there  was 
one  further  case  in  an  elderly  lady. 

A small  outbreak  of  dysentery  with  2 notified  cases  occurred  in  Llan- 
gernyw  and  a similar  routine  of  tracing  of  contacts  and  hand  rinsing  in 
the  school  was  instituted. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  9 of  whooping  cough  were  notified. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number 
at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year  : 

Pulmonary 
Males  Females 

Number  on  register  on 

1st  January,  1971  7 — 

Number  on  register  on 

31st  December,  1971  ...  6 — 


on  the  tuberculosis  register 

Non-Pulmonary 
Males  Females  Total 

3 1 11 

3 1 10 
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2 cases  of  tuberculosis  were  removed  from  the  register  as  being  cured 
but  one  case  was  added.  The  addition  of  a further  case  to  the  register 
illustrates  the  continuing,  although  diminished  problem  of  this  disease 
and  vigilance  must  be  maintained  until  complete  eradication  has  been 
achieved. 

ANTHRAX. 

One  confirmed  case  occurred  in  a cow  on  the  same  farm  in  which  a 
case  occurred  last  year.  This  illustrates  the  very  persistent  nature  of  the 
spores  of  anthrax  and  the  necessity  to  take  very  stringent  and  extensive 
precautions  when  an  animal  is  suspected  of  being  affected  by  this  disease. 

No  human  cases  were  notified. 

BRUCELLOSIS. 

No  human  cases  were  reported  during  the  year.  Milk  samples  were 
taken  at  least  quarterly  from  all  producer / retailers  in  the  area  by  the 
County  Public  Health  Inspector  working  in  close  co-operation  with  the 
authority’s  Public  Health  Inspector.  No  evidence  of  infection  in  cattle 
was  detected  during  the  year. 


Prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases 


The  following  shows  the  number  protected  by  prophylactic  measures  : 


Primary 

Booster 

Diphtheria  

103 

40 

Whooping  Cough  

81 

2 

Tetanus 

105 

40 

Poliomyelitis  ...  

54 

30 

Measles  

4 

— 

Rubella  ...  

13 

— , 

Smallpox 

14 

4 

number  of  children  completing  primary 

courses  of 

immunisation 

against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  tetanus  and  poliomyelitis  are  highly 
satisfactory  and  this  degree  of  immunity  will  ensure  that  no  outbreaks  of 
these  diseases  will  occur.  The  number  of  children  receiving  smallpox  vac- 
cination is  much  lower  and  routine  smallpox  vaccination  of  infants  is  no 
longer  considered  necessary,  because  of  the  declining  world  incidence  of 
this  disease.  Smallpox  is  still  present  in  certain  countries  in  Asia  and  South 
America  and  the  eradication  of  the  disease  in  Asia  received  a major  set- 
back with  the  outbreak  of  war  in  Bangladesh. 

The  number  of  children  receiving  protection  against  measles  is  very 
low  and  whilst  the  level  of  immunity  is  so  low  outbreaks  of  this  disease  will 
continue  to  occur.  Measles  is  not  as  serious  as  the  aforementioned  diseases 
but  is  in  unpleasant  illness  which  causes  much  misery  and  complications 
such  as  pneumonia,  ear  infection,  and  encephalitis  (inflammation  of  the 
brain).  It  is  no  longer  necessary  for  any  child  to  be  exposed  to  the  risk 
of  these  complications  when  a highly  effective  vaccine  is  available. 

Towards  the  end  of  1970  a vaccine  became  available  for  protection 
against  Rubella  (German  Measles).  Rubella  is  a trivial  illness  in  children 
but  when  infection  occurs  during  pregnancy  it  can  have  tragic  conse- 
quences on  the  unborn  child  causing  blindness,  deafness,  mental  retarda- 
tion or  heart  disease,  or  indeed  all  four  in  some  cases.  Protection  against 
this  disease  is  available  for  all  girls  from  the  age  of  11  years,  to  eliminate 
the  risk  of  their  contracting  the  disease  during  their  later  child-bearing 
years.  It  is  offered  to  all  girls  irrespective  of  whether  they  have  had 
German  Measles  as  positive  diagnosis  of  this  disease  is  frequently  difficult. 
The  vaccine  is  also  available  for  women  in  the  child-bearing  years  but  it  is 
necessary  to  ensure  that  they  are  not  pregnant,  as  it  is  not  known  whether 
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or  not  the  vaccine  will  affect  the  unborn  child  in  a similar  manner  to  the 
natural  disease.  This  procedure  introduces  a new  concept  in  protection 
against  infectious  disease  in  that  it  is  given  not  for  the  benefit  of  the 
individual  but  for  the  protection  of  the  next  generation. 

TUBERCULOSIS,  B.C.G.  VACCINATION. 

The  number  of  senior  schoolchildren  tested  and  given  B.C.G.  vaccina- 


tion are  as  follows  ; 

Number  of  children  tested  106 

Number  found  to  be  positive  ...  13 

Number  found  to  be  negative  91 

Number  given  B.C.G 91 


These  figures  include  children  from  the  surrounding  areas.  Those 
children  found  to  give  a positive  reaction  to  the  skin  test  are  followed  up 
by  examination  and  chest  x-ray  and  family  contacts  are  also  investigated. 
The  number  of  positive  reactors  demonstrates  the  continuing  presence  of 
tubercule  or  closely  related  bacilli  in  the  environment. 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED. 

Action  was  taken  in  September,  1969,  to  compulsorily  admit  an 
elderly  lady  to  hospital  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act 
as  amended  by  the  1951  Act.  This  action  was  taken  after  the  lady  had 
fallen  and  sustained  a fractured  femur.  The  old  lady  made  a good  recovery 
from  this  fracture  but  could  only  walk  with  difficulty  with  the  aid  of  2 
sticks  and  it  was  agreed  by  all  concerned  with  her  treatment  and  welfare 
that  she  was  not  fit  to  return  home.  Successful  applications  were  made  by 
the  Council  on  4 separate  occasions  in  1970  and  also  in  January  and 
April,  1971.  No  further  application  was  made  and  the  lady  was  trans- 
ferred from  hospital  to  a Welfare  Home  (Argoed  Hall,  Froncysyllte)  on 
25th  June,  1971.  She  was  later  transferred  to  Awelon,  Ruthin,  where  she 
has  settled  down  verv  well. 
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Environmental  Appraisal  of  the  Progress  in  the 

Area 

It  is  gratifying  to  note  that  considerable  progress  was  made  to  upgrade 
the  circumstances  of  the  area  in  the  period  under  consideration — this 
especially  so  in  the  private  sector. 

House  building,  repair  and  reconditioning  continued  apace — wdth  the 
added  stimulus  of  the  new  Housing  Improvement  Grant  of  ;^1,500  being 
available.  The  latter  in  its  train,  however,  brought  the  attendant  pro- 
blems of  higher  tender  prices,  shortage  of  builders  and  indeed  materials. 
Most  reliable  contractors  are  engaged  for  12 /'14  months  in  advance,  which 
unfortunately  has  in  consequence  brought  on  the  scene  the  less  conscienti- 
ous and  less  qualified  person  in  the  guise  of  propert\’  repairers.  There  was 
also  pressure  from  the  “second  home  group’’  from  Merseyside  and  further 
afield — which  elevated  the  cost  of  old  decrepit  properties  to  that  which 
can  only  be  described,  at  times,  as  astronomical.  The  latter  group  are  to 
be  congratulated  on  their  often  hazardous  venture  to  re-create  good  homes 
from  these  often  very  poor  and  sub-standard  dwellings,  but  the  wisdom 
of  payment  of  a grant  to  attain  this  must  be  doubtful  policy.  A noticable 
new  move  at  the  moment  is  the  scouring  of  the  area  to  find  suitable  non- 
domestic dwellings  such  as  stables  and  cow-sheds  to  convert  into  houses — 
this  is  a move  which  will  have  to  be  carefully  watched,  especially  if  con- 
version grants  are  claimed.  Admitting  sympathy  with  the  body  who  decrv 
second  homes,  one  must  point  out  that  in  this  district  the  houses  con- 
cerned are  often  outlandish  and  of  no  interest  to  the  local  populace. 

More  private  estates  were  commenced  or  planned  than  ever  before  ; 
Council  properties  were  improved,  so  that  only  4 now  lack  the  12  point 
standard.  General  Council  services  were  improved,  i.e.,  sewage  disposal 
and  refuse.  Yet  in  all  this  one  must  tend  to  reflect  that  all  is  not  well, 
and  ponder  on  the  words  of  Mark  Twain. 

“ Land  is  a precious  commodity — they  are  not  making  it  any  more.’’ 

Indiscriminate  dumping  of  refuse  continues  in  more  isolated  of  areas, 
and  a trail  of  plastic  bags,  tins  and  other  articles  are  conspicuous,  not  to 
mention  the  abandoned  cars,  bedsteads,  etc.  Whilst  in  the  past  the  rav- 
ages of  winter  were  enough  to  break  down  many  of  these  items,  the  advent 
of  more  leisure  hours  and  open  air  pursuits  throughout  the  year  makes 
nature  unable  to  catch  up  on  itself.  Town  and  countr\'  dweller  must  be 
made  more  conscious  of  these  factors  if  the}’  wish  to  return  year  after 
year  to  the  countryside  for  consequent  pleasure  and  enjoyment.  Areas  of 
true  rural  character,  such  as  Hiraethog,  are  now  proving  themselves  to 
be  the  leisure  areas  of  the  not  too  distant  future  and  as  such  worthy  of 
guided,  calculated  guardianship  in  the  planning  and  environmental  sphere. 
The  Council,  as  such,  mav  regard  themselves  as  a small  but  invaluable 
saviour,  or  cog,  in  the  overall  and  universal  Environmental  Health 
game.  Worldly  pressures  may  seem  remote  in  such  rural  surroundings — 
but  this  is  not  so — over  nitrification  of  water  courses  from  applied  ferti- 
lisers, hazards  from  indiscriminate  crop  and  hedgerow  spra}dng,  dumping 
of  industrial  oil  waste  on  open  moorland,  to  mention  but  a few,  are 
already  here. 

Constant  vigilance  will  be  called  for  in  the  Public  Health  field,  to 
secure  that  despite  environmental  pressures,  that  the  ultimate  tale  will 
not  be  : 

“ Vanitas,  Vanitatum  omne  Vanitas/'  but  rather — 

“ Sanitas,  Sanitatnm  omne  Sanitas." 

SEWERAGES. 

There  are  18  sewage  disposal  schemes  and  15  septic  tanks  in  the  area 
which  are  the  direct  responsibilitv  of  the  Council.  This  means  that  each  vil- 
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lage  and  hamlet,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  is  served  by  mains  drainage. 
Two  men  are  engaged  full  time  on  looking  after  these  sewerages,  and  suc- 
cessful maintenance  is  obtained  as  seen  in  the  results  of  analyses  of  the  eff- 
luent taken  by  the  Gwynedd  River  Authority  and  the  Dee  and  Clwyd  River 
Authority  respectively,  which  in  every  case  proved  during  the  year  to  be 
satisfactory.  Generally  all  the  works  receive  twice  weekly  attention  with 
weekly  decanting  of  the  humus  and  fortnightly  of  the  sludge.  Due  to  the 
extreme  rural  character  of  the  area  over  700  properties  have  their  own 
septic  tanks  and  as  such  this  is  in  itself  a problem  from  the  cleaning  point 
of  view.  At  the  moment  the  Council  do  not  operate  a cleaning  service,  but 
this  now  appears  to  be  expedient  and  necessary  due  to  the  fact  that  these 
tanks  are  not  being  adequately  looked  after  by  tiie  owners — some  have 
not  been  cleaned  out  for  years  with  consequent  overflowing  into  ditches 
and  water  courses.  In  fact,  the  Council  have  made  tentative  proposals  for 
the  operation  of  a scheme  within  the  area  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will 
see  fruition  within  the  next  twelve  months.  At  present  private  operators 
are  employed  within  the  district,  the  charge  being  roughly  ;^4  per  load, 
but  it  is  evident  that  these  firms  are  becoming  increasingly  independent, 
especially  the  larger  firm,  who  also  deals  in  industrial  effluent. 

TANLAN. 

This  is  the  only  area  which  is  completely  devoid  of  a mains  drainage 
scheme  and  as  such  relies  on  night  soil  collection.  The  original  scheme 
submitted  to  the  Welsh  Office  has  been  disallowed,  but  the  Council  now 
intend  embarking  on  a less  ambitious  scheme  with  the  po.ssible  sewering 
of  the  area  and  treatment  via  a "Package  TTnit." 

MURIAU. 

A scheme  has  been  approved  for  this  hamlet  of  six  houses  (with  plan- 
ning permission  for  a further  two  dwellings),  and  it  had  been  hoped  that 
the  work  could  have  commenced  during  the  year  under  consideration. 
Due,  however,  to  difficulties  over  land  acquisition  this  scheme  has  been 
held  up,  but  it  is  hoped  that  it  can  be  commenced  during  the  next  finan- 
cial year,  together  with  the  re-laying  of  the  necessary  lengths  of  sewers 
which  are  required  due  to  the  existing  drains  admitting  copious  amounts 
of  infiltration  water. 

WATERLOO  HILL  AREA,  BETWS-Y-COED. 

During  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  co-operate  with  Nant  Conway 
Rural  District  Council  and  pay  a proportionate  contribution  to  the  cost 
of  a regional  scheme  proposed  by  the  former  Authority  for  the  sewering 
of  Penmachno  village  and  adjoining  hamlet,  which  would  necessitate 
certain  lengths  of  sewer  passing  through  the  district  and  ultimately  dis- 
charging and  joining  in  with  the  proposed  new  sewerage  and  sew'age  dis- 
posal scheme  at  Betws-y-Coed.  The  numbers  of  properties  affected  wdthin 
this  Council's  area  is  34.  Such  regional  sbhemes  appear  to  be  the  answer 
in  future  years  even  allowing  for  the  high  initial  capital  cost  which  can 
be  re-couped  later  by  having  to  lock  after  one  large  disposal  works  only, 
whilst  in  addition  opening  a far  greater  area  for  development.  In  this 
context,  in  future  years,  aided  by  pumping,  there  is  no  reason  why  such 
villages  as  Llanddoget,  Melin-y-Coed  and  Tanlan  could  not  be  joined  to  an 
enlarged  sewage  disposal  scheme  at  Llanrwst.  The  effect  of  such  schemes 
would  be  to  open  large  tracts  of  land  for  building  purposes,  especially  if 
required  in  the  future. 

HOUSE  CONNECTIONS. 

The  under-mentioned  table  gives  the  comparative  figures  relating  to 
the  properties  within  the  district  which  are  connected  to  the  Council’s 
sewage  works  or  septic  tanks.  52  houses  were  converted  during  the  year  to 
septic  tank  drainage,  with  the  consequent  facilities  of  water  claset.  bath 
and  wash  hand  basin. 
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Wash-hand 

Sewer  Septic  Tank  W.C.  Bath  Basin 

1971  1956  1971  1956  1971  1956  1971  1956  1971  1956 


Eglwysbach 

...  92 

50 

98 

38 

186 

88 

180 

51 

180 

60 

Llanddoget  

...  32 

— 

41 

12 

59 

12 

59 

11 

59 

13 

Llangernyw 

...  79 

— 

125 

46 

156 

46 

161 

48 

161 

52 

Gwytherin  

...  15 

9 

41 

7 

52 

16 

52 

14 

52 

16 

Llanrwst  Rural  ... 

..  49 

16 

160 

75 

193 

91 

193 

81 

193 

86 

Tir  Ifan 

...  25 

— 

16 

12 

49 

12 

49 

7 

49 

10 

Pentrefoelas 

...  36 

— 

39 

19 

60 

19 

60 

18 

60 

18 

Cerrigydrudion  . . . 

..  63 

73 

82 

34 

137 

107 

141 

57 

141 

65 

Llanfihangel  G . M . 

..  72 

3 

29 

41 

37 

41 

37 

52 

37 

13 

Llangwm  

...  12 

14 

79 

34 

92 

58 

92 

38 

92 

45 

Totals  ... 

165 

710 

285 

473 

440 

924 

338 

924 

378 

Present  statistics  indicate  that  72%  of  occupied  properties  within  the 
district  are  connected  to  a sewer  or  private  septic  tank. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

During  the  period  two  new  public  conveniences  were  erected — at 
Gwytherin  and  Capel  Garmon — thus  bringing  the  total  number  of  con- 
veniences owned  by  the  Council  to  9 — the  others  being  at  Cerrig-y-Drudion, 
Llangwm,  Llangernyw,  Llanfihangel  G.M.,  Pentrefoelas,  Eglwysbach  and 
Ysbyty  Ifan.  The  Council  are  to  be  complimented  on  the  number  of  such 
facilities  being  available  in  such  a scattered  rural  Authority,  as  such  their 
ratio  per  populaton  far  exceeds  that  of  much  larger  Authorities.  In  regard 
to  the  public  convenience  at  Pentrefoelas,  which  has  always  been  a pro- 
blem due  to  users  of  the  A.  5,  this  has  received  attention  from  the  Plan- 
ning Authority,  and  this  context,  they  have  accepted  responsibility  to 
ccntruct  a new  addition  so  as  to  double  the  size  of  the  present  convenience. 
For  this  work  thev  hope  to  attract  a grant  of  75%  under  the  Access  to 
the  Countryside  Act  1969. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Having  regard  to  the  large  acreage  of  the  district  and  the  lack  of 
large  centres  of  population  the  area  can  generally,  with  certain  exceptions, 
be  stated  to  be  comprehensively  and  well  served  with  water  mains — 
although  there  are  obviously  areas  of  isolated  farmsteads  and  dwellings 
which  still  require  this  essential  facility.  The  bulk  of  the  district  is  sup- 
plied bv  the  West  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board  from 
their  impounding  lake  at  Llyn  Conwy,  Ysbyty  Ifan.  The  only  other  area 
is  a small  portion  of  the  districts  of  Eglwysbach /Tal-y-Cafn,  which  are 
supplied  by  the  Conway  Valley  Water  Board,  and  the  hamlet  of  Pentre- 
llvncvmer  and  village  of  Llanfihangel  G.M.,  which  are  supplied  by  the 
Vhrral  Water  Board  from  the  Alwen  Reservoir. 

A total  c<f  *264  properties  are  served  by  their  own  private  wells  or 
water  supply — in  nearly  all  cases  piped  into  the  house.  Generally  speaking 
these  supplies  are  satisfactory’,  but  obviously  more  detailed  supervision  is 
required.  Ideally  a yearly  sample  of  water  should  be  taken,  as  far  too 
often  these  private  schemes  are  badly  neglected  with  the  collecting  area 
not  being  stock-proof,  liable  to  surface  pollution,  whilst  the  wells  and 
tanks  themselves  are  only  infrequently  cleaned. 

Should  time  permit  in  the  future,  it  is  an  essential  environmental 
exercise  that  a full  collation  should  be  made  of  all  private  supplies  and 
that  they  are  sampled  at  least  once  every  year. 

The  West  Denbighshire  and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board  continued  to 
improve  their  rnains  distribution  in  the  area  and  the  following  schemes 
have  been  executed. 
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Consultants’  Schemes  in  Hiraethog  R.D. 
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Board’s  Schemes  in  Hiraethog  R.D. 
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* 5 properties  in  Hiraethog  R.D. 
I 2 properties  in  Hiraethog  R.D. 


Tihe  following  gives  the  respective  chemical  analyses  of  the  mains 
water  supplies  under  consideration  : 

LUYN  CONWY 
Analysis 

Appearance Clear  and  Colourless 

Odour Nil 

Reaction,  pH 5.0 

parts  per  million 

Total  solids 18 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 0.005 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia  0.005 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 0.0 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 11 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  4 hrs.  at  27  degrees  C 2.2 

Total  hardness 8 

Temporary  hardness 4 

Permanent  hardness 4 

Alkalinity 4 

Free  Chlorine Nil 

Potassium,  as  K — 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents — 

Manganese,  as  Mn 0.1 

Cyanides  and  thiocanates Nil 

Poisonous  metals Nil 

Fluorine  less  than  0.1 

COWLYD  LAKE 
Analysis 

Appearance Clear 

Odour Nil 

Raictieon,  pH  5.8 

parts  per  million 

Total  Solids  56 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 0.00 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 0'.02 

Nitrogen  as  nitrites Nil 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates  less  than  0.5 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 11 

Oxygen  absorbed  ftom  permanganate  in  4 hrs.  at  27  degrees  C 1.0 

Total  hardness 25 

Temporary  hardness  8 

Permanent  hardness  ...  17 

Alkalinity 8 

Free  Chlorine — 

Potassium,  asK 0.4 

Anionic  synthetic  detergents  — 

Manganese,  as  Mn — 

Cyanides  and  Thiocyanates  — 

Poisonous  metals  Nil 

Total  residual  chlorine Nil 

Free  available  chlorine Nil 
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LLYN  ALWEN 
Analysis 


Results  expressed 
in  parts  per 
million  unless 
otherwise  stated 


pH  9.5 

Colour 14 

Conductivity  as  Micrombos/cm3  at  20  degrees  C 110 

Turbidity  as  Silica  2 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide Nil 

Alkalinity  as  CaC03  18 

Permanent  Hardness  as  CaCC3 ...  ...  16 

Total  Hardness  as  CaC03 ...  34 

Calcium  Hardness  as  'CaC03  25 

Magnesium  Hardness  as  CaC03  9 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  Permanganate  in  4 hrs.  at  27  degrees  C 1.3 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 0.22 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  : 0.07 

Nitrite  Nitrogen 0.01 

Nitrate  Nitrogen ...  0.06 

Phosphate  as  P2O'0  0.10 

Silicate  as  Si02 2.4 

Chloride  as  Cl  16 

Iron  as  Fe  .-  ...  ...  0.04 

Manganese  as  Mn  Nil 

Aluminium  as  A1  Nil 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings  now  receiving  a piped  water 
supply  can  be  seen  in  the  following  table  (these  figures  do  not  include 
Council  Houses,  Mansions  and  Licensed  Premises)  : — 


Mains  Supply  Private  Supply  Well  Supply 

Internal  External  Internal  External  etc.  (carried) 


[1971 

1955|1971 

1955 

1971 

1955 

1971 

1955 

1971 

1955 

Eglwysbach  

...j  173 

116 1 

3 

10 

40 

48 

3 

8 

14 

50 

Llanddoget  

...j  96 

-1 

— 

— 

5 

25 

1 

10 

1 

31 

Llangem5Tw  

...|  182 

55j 

1 

13 

20 

56 

1 

5 

21 

72 

Gwytherin  

...j  54 

18| 

— 

2 

20 

13 

1 

3 

8 

27 

Llanrwst  Rural 

...j  258 

201 

2 

13 

59 

125' 

3 

10 

27 

145 

Tir  Ifan  

...  43 

11] 

— 

14 

10 

14 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Pentrefoelas  

...j  120 

22] 

1 

7 

6 

21 

1 

8 

15 

65 

Cerrigydrudion 

...|  205 

931 

8 

44 

27 

30 

— 

5 

10 

60 

Llanfihanigel  G.M. 

...j  50 

18| 

— 

4 

17 

18 

2 

6 

3 

44 

Llangwm  

...j  97 

9| 

2 

— 

47 

1 79^ 

4 

16 

15 

73 

Totals  

...|1278|  362| 

17 1 

I 107 1 

251|  429| 

1 161 

1 61|  116|  571 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections  81 

No.  of  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  32 

No.  of  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  20 

Satisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  22 

Unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  8 

Satisfactory  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  12 

Unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  private  supplies  8 


HOUSING. 

Improvement  and  repair  of  houses  within  the  area  proceeded  at  a very 
successful  rate  during  the  year — stimulated  by  the  demand  for  Improve- 
ment Grants  under  the  Housing  Act  1969,  and  especially  by  the  improved 
maximum  grant  of  ;^1,500  now  available.  In  1955  a total  of  242  houses 
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were  considered  completely  unfit  for  human  habitation  within  the  dis- 
trict, with  a further  170  borderline  cases — these  statistics  having  been 
reached  by  individual  survey  of  each  property.  By  1971  it  is  estimated 
that  the  figure  of  grossly  unfit  houses  has  been  reduced  to  78.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  housing  standards  and  conditions  are  con- 
tinually in  a state  of  flux  and  whilst  much  work  still  requires  to  be  done 
within  the  rural  district,  the  figures  are  not  unsatisfactory.  Consideration 
was  given  to  the  designation  bf  five  areas  for  declaration  as  general  im- 
provement areas  and  in  fact  each  area  was  surveyed  by  officials  from  the 
Welsh  Office,  but  it  was  ultimately  decided  that  due  to  the  amount  of 
work  involved,  and  also  due  to  Local  Government  changes,  that  the 
matter  be  left  in  abeyance. 

The  accompanying  table  attempts  to  show  the  present  position  and 
compares  with  the  figures  in  the  first  report  for  1955  : 

Class  1 — Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Class  2 — Defective,  requiring  action  under  Public  Health  Acts,  or 
Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act  1957. 

Class  3 — Requiring  repairs,  structural  alteration  or  improvements  of 
a more  extensive  nature  than  Class  2.  Possibly  action  under 
Section  9 could  be  taken,  but  probably  under  Section  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  4 — Extreme  disrepair  and  suggested  for  demolition  either  in- 
dividually or  collectively  as  Clearance  Area. 

The  present  position  in  regard  to  classification  in  the  district  com- 
pared with  the  first  report  in  1955  is  as  follows  : 


1971  

1 AGRICULTURAL  1|  DOMESTIC 
I 1 I 2 I 3 I 4 II  1 I 2 I 3 1 4 


Eglwysbach  

45 

35 

3 

2 

94 

33 

2 

2 

Llanddoget 

8 

6 

— 

— 

42 

4 

2 

1 

Uangernyw 

42 

33 

— 

2 

52 

42 

4 

2 

Gwytherin  

23 

9 

2 

1 

18 

3 

1 

1 

Llanrwst  Rural 

68 

52 

5 

3 

66 

50 

2 

2 

Tir  Ifan  

12 

3 1 

1 1 

1 

18 

3 

— 

1 

Pentrefoelas  

20 

26 

4 

1 

38 

22 

1 

2 

Cerrigydrudion  

43 

35 

7 

1 

68 

44 

4 

4 

Llanfihangel  G.M 

22 

30 

5 

— 

17 

12 

1 

— 

Llangwm  

35 

55 

2 

1 

44 

36 

2 

2 

1 

318  1 

284  1 

24  1 

i 12  II  457  1 

237  1 

19  1 

17 

1955  

1 AGRICULTURAL  H DOMESTIC 
I 1 1 2 1 3 I 4 II  1 I 2 I 3 I 4 


Eglwysbach  

14 

47 

16 

9 

65 

56 

8 

17 

Llanddoget  

5 

6 

4 

2 

8 

27 

4 

10 

Llangernyw 

18 

57 

12 

16 

29 

38 

10 

21 

Gwytherin  

5 

20 

8 

6 

6 

13 

2 

3 

Llanrwst  Rural 

30 

79 

19 

17 

58 

56 

8 

47 

Tir  Ifan 

4 

8 

1 

2 

5 

9 

8 

6 

Pentrefoelas  

7 

35 

2 

1 

21 

^ 35 

10 

13 

Cerrigydrudion  ... 

12 

52 

11 

6 

40 

53 

25 

34 

Llanfihangel  G.M 

8 

16  1 

i 3 

4 

13 

33 

9 

4 

Llangwm 

17 

62 

1 8 

4 

42 

32 

3 

9 

1 

120  1 

382  1 

84  1 

67  II  287  1 

353  1 

87  1 

164 
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UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Statistics  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 


for  the  year  were  as  follow’s  : — 

Unfit  houses  closed  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act  1957  ...  18 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  : 

After  informal  action  by  the  Council  42 

After  formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts ...  41 

After  formal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  21 


Emphasis  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  every  year  in  the  need 
for  periodical  inspection  of  houses  and  the  serval  of  Notices  for  repairs, 
both  formal  and  informal  under  the  Housing  Act.  In  this  respect  it  is 
essential  to  graps  that  it  is  not  only  necessary  to  build  new  houses,  but 
also  to  preserve  the  stock  of  old  houses  within  the  area  by  bringing  them 
to  the  required  desirable  standard  wuth  the  aid  of  Standard  or  Improve- 
ment Grants. 

PRIVATE  BUILDING. 

The  pace  of  private  building  within  the  district  increased  during  the 
year,  especially  in  the  village  of  Eglwysbach.  In  the  latter  village  an 
estate  of  7 and  42  houses  respectively  is  under  erection,  together  with 
another  estate  of  10  houses.  A total  of  11  private  houses  were  completed 
during  the  year,  with  a further  56  in  the  course  of  erection. 

The  projected  estate  at  Llangernyw  for  17  houses  for  some  unknown 
reason  has  been  discontinued  at  damp-proof  course  level. 

IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

Every  attempt  is  made  to  persuade  houseowners  to  take  advantage  of 
Standard  and  Improvement  Grants,  as  the  Council  feel,  that  having  regard 
to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  area,  it  is  the  ideal  way  of  solving  the  pro- 
blem of  the  older  house.  The  accompanying  table  illustrates_  the  number 
of  properties  improved  during  the  year,  and  the  amount  paid’  in  grants  : 


1 STANDARD  GRANTS 
1 Owner/ Occ.  | Tenanted 

1 

No.  of  applications  received  1 

20  1 

1 2 

2 

No.  of  applications  approved  ...| 

20 

2 

3 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  | 

17 

4 

Amount  paid  in  grants | 

;^3,826 

5 

Average  grant  per  house  

1 ^225  1 

1 IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 
1 Owner/ Occ.  | Tenanted 

1 

No.  of  applications  received  .. 

. ...|  25  1 2 

2 

No.  of  applications  approved  .. 

1 25  1 2 

3 

No.  of  dwellings  improved  ... 

. ...|  11  1 

4 

Amount  paid  in  grants  

. ...|  ;^8,274  1 

5 

Average  grant  per  house  

1 £T52  i 

Since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  improvement  grant  schemes 


the  Council  have  paid  : 

Standard  Grants £32,609 

Improvement  Grants  ^24,335 


No  houses  have  been  improved  during  the  yeax  with  the  aid  of  grants 
under  the  Hill  Farming  Act. 

The  accompanying  table  analyses  the  situation  over  the  years  in 
regard  to  discretionary  or  improvement  grants  and  standard  grants,  viz.: 
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ERECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 

Council  house  building  within  the  district  proceeds  satisfactorily  and 
during  the  year  the  following  were  completed  : 

Llanfihangel  G.M 2 Bungalows 

Capel  Garmon  4 Bungalows 

Cerrigydrudion  8 Bungalows 

REFUSE  COLLECTION. 

A regular  weekly  collection  is  made  throughout  the  district  using 
disposable  paper  sacks.  The  system  has  been  found  to  be  excellent  from 
the  workman’s  point  of  view  in  regard  to  its  ease  and  labour  saving,  whilst 
at  the  same  time  affording  both  the  workman  and  the  householder  hygiene 
and  convenience.  A door-to-door  collection  is  made  except  in  the  case  of 
farmhouses,  who  bring  their  refuse  to  the  roadside,  whilst  other  isolated 
farms  and  properties,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  bring  their  refuse  to  the 
nearest  collection  point.  During  the  period  a complete  change  over  from 
paper  to  plastic  sacks  was  made  and  despite  a few  adverse  criticisms — 
which  had  been  anticipated — the  system  has  proved  to  be  very  satisfactory 
and  has  not  given  any  cause  for  concern  whatsoever,  either  in  collection 
or  disposal.  In  fact  on  the  refuse  tip  there  is  much  to  be  said  for  the 
black  plastic  sack  in  that  it  is  not  as  visible  as  the  paper  sack,  whilst  at 
the  same  time  its  deterioration  properties  are  adequate,  especially  over  a 
period  of  six  to  twelve  months. 

All  holders  issued  are  fully  guarded  and  one  per  property  is  issued 
free  of  charge,  whilst  further  holders  may  be  purchased  upon  payment. 

During  the  period  a new  refuse  vehicle  was  purchased — a Musketeer 
12/35  with  vertical  screw  loader — and  this  has  been  found  to  be  admirable 
in  its  operation  in  that  it  adequately  breaks  down  and  compresses  the 
refuse  such  that  it  will  hold  a whole  day's  collection  of  refuse.  To  supple- 
ment the  main  vehicle  a 4 cwt.  pick-up  is  used  for  outlying  properties 
and  this  works  as  a satellite  to  the  main  vehicle. 

No.  of  vehicles (1  lorry,  plus  pick-up) 

No.  of  sacks  collected,  including  Caravan  Sites  and 

Lay-by  Holders  19,500 

No.  of  miles  travelled  in  year 29,996  (both  vehicles) 

No.  of  men  employed  3 

Total  cost  of  service £^,546 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

The  refuse  collection  has  been  organised  in  such  a manner  that  one 
disposal  point  only  is  required — close  to  the  village  of  Pentrefoelas.  Gene- 
rally there  is  ample  tipping  space,  but  over  the  last  twelve  months  some 
difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  adequate  soil  covering. 
Trenching  and  stoickpiling  of  the  earth  has  been  made  difficult  due  to  the 
wet  marshy  nature  of  the  sub -soil.  This  particular  problem  is  becoming 
more  obvious  due  to  the  fact  that  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  is  twice 
as  much  as  it  was  three  years  ago.  Difficulty  has  also  been  experienced 
during  the  period  due  to  crows  and  seagulls. 

Overall  a definite  immediate  improvement  could  be  attained  by  the 
purchase  of  suitable  mechanical  equipment  for  daily  use  on  the  tip. 

Despite,  however,  every  attention  within  reason  to  the  covering  of 
the  refuse  after  consolidation,  etc.,  one  cannot  but  decry  that  in  this 
present  day  and  age  this  system,  which  is  after  all  only  slightly  better 
than  crude  tipping  with  its  attendant  dangers  not  only  from  fly  infesta- 
tion, infestation  of  rats,  but  also  from  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  etc.,  con- 
tinues. Ideally,  for  full  environment  control,  all  refuse  should  be  disposed 
via  a suitable  pulveriser  or  incinerator.  In  this  context,  if  pressure  for  en- 
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vironmental  improvement  proceeds  it  is  foreseen  that  legislation  within 
the  next  ten  years  will  be  forthtoming  to  ensure  this  or  alternatively  few- 
proper  controlled  tipping. 

CIVIC  AMENITIES  ACT. 

The  abandoned  car  still  provides  a problem  within  the  district  and  the 
Council  'has  decided  on  the  following  policy  : 

(1)  All  persons  desirious  of  disposing  of  a vehicle  may  do  so  free  of 
charge — if  it  is  deposited  by  the  owner  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip  by 
arrangement. 

(2)  If  an  owner  requires,  a vehicle  will  be  collected  and  disposed  of 
by  -the  Council — the  charge  for  which  will  be  if  the  vehicle  does  not 
have  an  axle  or  rear  wheels,  or  ;^3.50  otherwise. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  a dealer  to  collect  vehicles  from 
the  tip  and  reimburse  the  Council  if  they  have  useful  equipment  -thereon. 

The  Council  has  also  decided  in  the  interest  of  the  Civic  Amenities 
Act  to  provide  a Saturday  morning  collection  of  one  pick-up  load  only  for 
any  householder  who  has  household  refuse  which  cannot  normally  be  taken 
by  the  refuse  vehicle.  There  is  a continual  problem  within  the  district 
of  refuse  being  deposited  on  the  roadside  and  on  other  waste  ground.  This 
is  incomprehensible  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a full  refuse  collection  service 
is  made  within  the  district  and  as  such  tends  one  to  believe  that  such 
refuse  comes  from  outside  the  district.  The  problem  is  serious  in  parts  and 
as  a result  the  co-operation  of  the  Parish  Councils  is  being  sought  to 
ascertain  the  culprits  for  prosecution  under  the  Civic  Amenities  Act. 

NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION. 

This  is  still  carried  out  in  the  hamlet  of  Tanlan  from  nine  houses. 


Statistics  relating  to  this  are  as  follows  : 

No.  of  premises  from  which  night  soil  is  collected  9 

Cost  of  collection  ;^’194 

Cost  per  premises  collected  


LITTER  BASKETS. 

An  annual  contract  is  made  with  the  Denbighshire  County  Council  for 
the  emptying  of  litter  baskets  provided  by  them  at  lay-bys  for  the  sum 
of  ;^12  each.  This  system  worked  well  during  the  year,  but  difficulty  was 
experienced  with  the  open  wire  mesh  type  of  litter  basket,  which  are 
often  scavenged  by  birds  and  animals.  It  is  suggested  that  all  these  s.hould 
be  changed  for  disposable  sacks. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Nant  Conway  R.D.C.  in  sharing  a full-time 
operator  continued  satisfactorily  and  the  operator  being  employed  in  each 
district  on  alternate  weeks.  The  Council  enters  into  annual  contracts  with 
farmers  and  business  premises  for  regular  servicing  and  revenue  of  ;^12fi 
was  obtained  during  the  year. 

There  were  several  major  rat  infestations  in  numerous  properties — 
to  some  extent  greater  than  that  for  many  years  past.  It  is  well  for 
farmers  and  others  to  be  made  aware  of  the  fact  that  rodents  are  well- 
known  carriers  of  foot  and  mouth  virus,  Weil’s  disease,  apart  from  losses 
which  they  cause  to  feeding  stuffs,  etc.,  by  spoilage. 

A new  factor  occurred  in  the  district  for  the  first  time  during  the 
year — a report  was  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  to  the  effect  that  it  was  apparent  that  some  rodents  were 
becoming  Warfarin  resistant,  and  that  cases  of  this  had  been  found  in  tbe 
Maerdy  and  Dinmael  area.  This  problem  will  have  to  be  kept  under 
surveillance  during  the  coming  year. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  work  of  the  Operator  during  the 
year  : — 
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-Number  of  " Block  ” control  schemes  carried  out 


CARAVANS. 


Each  year  more  caravans  enter  the  district  in  the  summer  months, 
parking  on  highways  and  lay-bys  increases,  and  as  a result  brings  the 
ever-)present  and  attendant  problem  of  fouling.  The  need  for  a proper 
touring  caravan  site  with  the  essential  sanitary  facilities  and  water  supply 
is  urgent,  especially  in  the  area  of  Cerrigydrudion.  During  the  years  8 
more  Site  Licence  were  issued  in  the  district,  making  a total  of  33  Site 
Licences  issued.  Upon  inspection  all  the  sites  were  found  to  be  properly 
maintained  and  kept  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  laid  down. 

During  the  venr  16  unauthorised  sitings  were  notified  to  the  Planning 
Authority. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES  — FOOD 
HYGIENE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS  1970. 

Regular  inspection  of  all  food  premises  and  the  oversight  of  all  food 
handlers  is  essential,  but  this  aspect  of  the  work  did  not  receive  adequte 
attention  during  the  year  due  to  pressure  from  other  spheres — generally 
speaking,  however,  conditions  within  the  district,  are  good,  but  improve- 
ments are  still  required.  It  is  felt  that  the  public  generally  can  play  a 
large  part  in  food  hygiene  by  refusing  anything  which  they  regard  as 
unsatisfactory,  and  have  no  compunction  in  telling  any  food  handler  if 
he  feels  that  any  practice  is  carried  out  which  is  below  the  required  stan- 
dard. In  this  latter  respect  is  stressed  the  need  for  all  food  handlers  to 
understand  the  basic  elements  bf  hygiene  and  the  possible  cross -infection 
of  handlers  and  foodstuff,  via,  smoking,  coughing  over  open  food,  etc. 
The  housewife  should  realise  that  good  food  handling  practice  should  be 
carried  out  right  through  to  her  own  kitchen.  Temperature  control,  both 
in  the  shop  and  home  is  essential,  especially  in  regard  to  potential  hazard- 
ous foodstufis  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning.  Refrigerators  should  be 
operated  at  regular  temperatures,  and  the  customer  should  be  aware  of 
the  dangers  of  undercooking  of  such  foods  as  frozen  chickens,  and  that 
inadequate  heat  penetration  is  iJie  cause  of  many  outbreaks  of  Salmonella 
food  poisoning.  Scrupulous  hygiene,  personal  and  otherwise,  is  required 
after  handling  the  giblets  of  poultry. 


i 

No.  of 
Premises 

No.  of 
Visits  Paid 

1 

No.  of 

Contraventions 

No.  0 
Se 

13 

6 

(2 

f Notices 
rved 

•a 

o 

‘c 

Shops  (Grocery  and  Mixed)  | 

56  1 

1 71 

2 

- 1 

2 

Bakehouses  j 

3 1 

1 7 

1 

- I 

1 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels  ...  ...  ...| 

14  1 

21 

6 

6 

Cafes  1 

19  1 

21 

13 

— 

13 

School  Canteens  j 

10'  1 

! 8 

— 

— 

— 

Bed  and  Breakfast | 

42  1 

2 

3 

— 

3 

Vans  and  Stalls  ...j 

42  1 

51 

21 

— 

21 

Slaughterhouses  j 

1 1 

171 

2 

— 

2 

Butcher’s  Shops  ...  .r | 

5 1 

1 26 

2 

— 

2 

SHOPS. 

Nearly  all  the  shops  within  the  district  are  small  combined  houses 
and  shops — being  mainly  family  concerns.  Three  of  the  Butchers’  shops 
are  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 
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BAKEHOUSES. 

The  three  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  well  maintained 
during  the  year  and  their  products  axe  of  excellent  standard,  and  one 
cannot  but  compare  them  in  palatability  with  the  mass  produced  loaf 
of  the  multiple  bakeries. 

ICE  CREAM. 

Ice  cream  is  not  manufactured  in  the  district,  but  22  registrations 
are  held  for  the  sale  of  pre-packed  ice  cream.  19  samples  were  taken  during 
the  year  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

The  under-mentioned  food  was  seized  during  the  year  (all  being 
voluntarily  surrendered)  : — 

lx  6 lbs.  Tin  Corned  Beef  (Argentine). 

1 X 10  lbs.  8 ozs.  Cooked  Ham  (South  Africa), 
lx  5 lbs.  Ham  (Polish) 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

There  are  14  licensed  premises  within  the  area,  and  generally  they 
were  well  maintained  during  the  period. 

SCHOOL  CANTEENS. 

There  are  10  Local  Authority  School  Canteens  within  the  area  and 
the  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  of  these  is  high.  There  is  a Field 
Studies  Centre  within  the  area  with  its  own  canteen  facilities,  which  is 
also  of  a very  higrh  hygienic  standard.  It  is  felt,  however,  that  there  should 
be  some  system  of  assuring  medital  examination  of  food  handlers  in  such 
latter  establishments  comparable  to  Local  Authority  schools. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No  trades  are  registered  under  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  neither  are  there  any  fish  frying  premises. 

SLAUGHTERING. 

Slaughtering  continued  in  the  one  licensed  premises  in  the  district — 
Coed-y-Celyn,  Betws-y-Coed.  One  hundred  per  cent,  inspection  was  main- 
tained during  the  year,  although  the  irregular  hours  of  slaughtering 
necessitates  regular  working  on  Sundays  and  Statutory  Holidays,  together 
with  one  or  two  evenings  a week.  Having  regard  to  the  small  throughput, 
however,  and  the  considerable  inconvenience  which  would  thereby  be 
caused  to  the  butchers  concrned,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  restrict 
the  hours  of  slaughtering,  as  provided  for  under  the  Meat  Inspection 
(Amendment)  Regulations,  1966. 

A joint  service  is  in  existence  with  the  Llanrwst  Urban  District  Coun- 
cil to  ensure  that  the  meat  inspectors  of  the  respective  Authorities  reci- 
procate during  holidays  and  periods  of  indisposition.  A free  reciprocal 
service  up  to  a maximum  of  30  hours  in  any  one  year  is  given,  and  there- 
after a charge  of  75p  per  hour. 

The  meat  produced  from  this  slaughterhouse  is  undoubtedly  of  excel- 
lent quality,  diseased  only  to  a very  minor  extent  to  the  organs  by  liver 
fluke. 

Charges  are  made  for  inspection  as  laid  down  in  the  Regulations, 
viz..  Beef  12|p,  Calf  or  Pig  4p,  Sheep  or  Lamb  2^p. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  for  the  year  : — 
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Details  of  Meat  Condemned 


BEEF— 

1 

1 No. 

Weight 

(a)  Complete  carcases  

•1  - 

— 

(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs 

•1  12 
1 

120  lbs. 

PORK— 

1 

1 

1 

(a)  Complete  carcases  

1 



(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs 

1 

— 

VEAl^ 

1 

i 

1 

(a)  Complete  carcases 

•1  — j 



(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs  ...  .. 

'l 

— 

MUTTON  AND  LAMB— 

1 

1 

1 

(a)  Complete  carcases 

1 



(b)  Part  carcases  and  organs  

• I 91 

1 20  lbs. 

Parasitic  infection  (fluke,  etc.)  .. 

.|  15  lbs.  1 

Abscessed 

,|  3 lbs.  1 

Bruised  and/or  injured  

,|  4 lbs.  1 

Emaciated 

FOOD  SAMPLING. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Owen,  Chief  Inspector  for  the  Countv  of 
Denbiorh,  for  the  following  particulars  of  samples  taken  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  in  the  Hiraethog  Rural  District  during  the  vear 
ended  31st  December,  1971. 

Article 

No. 

Taken 

Genuine 

Non  Genuine 
or 

Sub-standard 

Milk  

10 

10 



Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Yoghurt  

1 

1 

— 

Instant  Skimmed  Milk  

1 

1 

— 

Coffee  

1 

1 



Ice  Cream  

1 

1 



Salmon  

2 

2 

— 

Pickles 

i 

1 

— 

Mineral  Water  

1 

1 

— 

Cough  Linctus  ... 

1 

1 

— 

TOTAL  

20 

20 

— 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  the  samples  Of  milk  were  reported  as  genuine 
and  nine  were  tested  for  the  presence  of  antibiotics  with  a negative  result 
in  each  case.  All  samples  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being 
genuine  and  free  from  all  prohibited  preservatives  and  colouring  matter. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  (MARKETS,  STALLS  AND  DELIVERY  VEHICLES) 
REGULATIONS  1970'. 

The  district  is  served  by  numerous  vehicles  which  travel  from  places 
as  far  apart  as  Wrexham,  Denbigh,  Ruthin,  Colwyn  Bay,  Abergele, 
Conway,  etc.  The  vehicles,  upon  inspection,  were  enerally  found  to  comply 
with  the  Regulations,  although  Notices  were  required  in  some  isolated  cases 
for  provision  of  hot  and  cold  water  supply,  first  aid  equipment  and  names 
and  addresses  required  to  be  displayed  on  the  vehicle. 

The  itinerant  presents  a problem  on  the  A.  5 trunk  road  in  the  spring 
and  summer  season.  These  intitially  transgress  in  not  having  planning 
permission,  but  far  more  serious  is  the  contravention  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

These  itinerants  deal  in  the  most  potentially  dangerous  of  foodstuffs 
— from  a food  poisoning  aspect — ^hot  dogs,  ice  cream  and  beefburgers. 
They  pay  ('sometimes)  only  a nominal  sum  for  a Hawker’s  Licence — have 
little  overheads,  no  rates  to  pay — and  disappear  as  soon  as  legal  action  is 
imminent — but  then  only  to  another  local  authority  area,  where  the  whole 
action  is  repeated. 

There  should  be  far  stricter  control  of  these  vendors  in  every  sense, 
especially  when  it  is  realised  that  to  bring  legal  action  any  way  is  full  of 
frustration  when  dealing  with  these  said  persons. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT  1963. 

All  such  premises  in  the  district  were  inspected  during  the  year. 
Whilst  the  district  is  primarily  agricultural  in  character,  with  small  vil- 
lages and  hamlets,  the  Act  does  in  fact  affect  64  premises.  Certain  minor 
contraventions  were  noted,  29  in  number,  for  which  Notices  were  served. 
No,  certificates  have  been  granted  during  the  year  under  Section  5,  6,  9 
and  10  in  respect  of  air  space,  temperature,  sanitary  accommodation  and 
washing  facilities.  Full  details  of  the  registrations  and  inspections  for  the 
year  are  shown  in  the  accompanying  table  : — 

TABLE  A.  REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS. 


No.  of  Premises 
Registered 
during  the  year 

No.  of  Registered 

Premises 

at  end  of  year 

No.  of  Registered 
Premises  receiving 
general  inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

..|  9 

9 1 

1 9 

Retail  Shops 

..]  12 

12  1 

1 12 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  . 

••1  — 

Catering  Establishments  open  to  the 
public.  Canteens 

1 

..|  11 

11  1 

: 11 

Fuel  Storage  Depots  ...  

..|  2 

2 1 

2 
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TABLE  B 

ANALYSIS  OF  PERSONS  EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES 

BY  WORKPLACE 


'Class  of  Workplace  Number  of  persons  employed 

(1)_ (22_ 

Offices  31 

Retail  Shops  20 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses  — 

Catering  eestaiblishments  open  to  the  public  26 

Fuel  storage  depots  11 

Total  88 

Total  Males  30 

Total  Females  68 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspector  to 
Registered  Premises  under  the  Act  ...  37 

TABLE  C.  ANALYSIS  OF  CONTRAVENTIONS. 


Section  | No.  of  Contraventions 


4 I Cleanliness  2 

5 I Overcrowding  — 

6 I Temperature ...  1 

7 I Ventilation  — 

8 I Lighting  — 

0 [ Sanitary  conveniences  — 

10  I Washing  facilities  — 

11  I Supply  of  drinking  water  ...  — 

12  1 Accommodation  for  clothing  ...  — 

13  ! Sitting  facilities  — 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937/1959. 

There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  district,  but  there  are  26  which  are 
so  classified.  Each  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  total  number  of  factories  in  the  Rural  District  is  as  shown  below  ; 

5 Sawmills 
7 Garages 
3 Bakehouses. 

1 Waterworks 
1 Slaughterhouse 
1 Builder’s  Yard 
1 Tailor 
7 Miscellaneous 


(27) 


o 


. ^ 

3 S 

^ ^ 3 

a.2  S 


I I I I I I I I I 


2 

V 

& 

(X> 

O 

0^ 

VM 

0> 

IS 


(/i 

(fi 

6 


X ^ 

Cu 

x\£ 


K ^ 

O ^ 

H £ 


I I I I I I I 


I I 


I I I I 


I I I 


I I I I I I I I 


<u 

O 

q3 

}H 

0 

MH 

3 

rf 

1 

-»-> 

O 

<v 

V3 

<L> 

-t-> 

3 

_0J 

o 

2 

3 

Ih 

3 

W) 

3 

cx 

6 

<D 

3 

<D 

> 

to 

o3 

3 

rt 

»-i 

TD 

(U 

'S 

> 

o 

3 
c« 
3 
»— ( 

S 

1 

3 

V) 

+-> 

O 

X 

'3 

s 

3 

y 

4-> 

y 

U 

C 

o3 

> 

"o' 

o 

o 

3 

‘p 

y 

trt 

03 

cr 

D 

03 

(U 

T3 

> 

O 

3 

D 

a 

3 

<u 

3 

3 

3 

X 

(28) 


Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  outwork)  


Inspection  of  Factories 

The  following  table  indicates  work  carried  out  during  the  year 
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Total 


(xENERAL  SUMMARY 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections 2427 

No.  of  Complaints  received  201 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  149 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  27 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 

Visits  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  27 

Factories  and  Workshops 14 

Bakehouses  : 7 

Public  Conveniences  21 

Licensed  Premises  ...  28 

Visits  to  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  201 

Rodent  Control  21 

Schools : ...  9 

Butcher’s  Shops  26 

Other  Shops  and  Stalls 27 

Sewerage  Works 63 

Visits  re  Water  Supply  72 

Housing 712 

Drainage 301 

Infectious  Diseases : ...  7 

Milk  Distributors  37 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises  206 

Ice  Cream  Premises 27 

Miscellaneous  Visits  391 

Visits  re  Meat  Inspection 196 

Visits  re  Offices  and  Shops  Act 34 
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Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 


LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Conway  carries  out  bacteriological 
examinations  of  water,  food,  etc.,  to  detect  any  contamination.  Milk  is 
also  examined  bacteriologically  and  biologically  for  the  presence  of  tuber- 
cule  bacilli  and  brucella  abortus. 

Examination  of  throat  swabs,  blood  faeces,  etc.,  are  carried  out  to 
detect  the  presence  of  bacteria  and  viruses  at  Conway  Public  Health 
Laboratory  and  specimens  have  also  been  accepted  at  Rhyl  Hospital 
Laboratory. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  following  is  given  for  the  information  of  the  Council,  and  the 
numbers  refer  to  cases  conveyed  by  the  various  ambulances  and  the  mile- 
age covered  during  the  year. 

Ruthin  / 


Denbigh 

Llanrwst 

Cerrig 

T otals 

Number  of  cases 
conveyed: 

by  ambulance  .. 

16,442 

2,805 

200 

19,447 

sitting  case  cars 

9,924 

5,647 

2,417 

17,988 

Total  miles 

travelled  

by  ambulance  . . 

152,0'51 

32,249 

7,214 

191,614 

sitting  case  cars 

84,589 

60,430 

40,838 

185,857 

Number  of  ambu- 

lances  per  sta- 
tion   

7 

1 

1 

at  Pentre 

9 

Whether  manned 

by  voluntary  or 

8 

2 

6 

10 

full-time  person- 

Full-time 

F u 11- time 

Voluntary 

Full-time 

nel  

and  3 Vol. 

9 Vol. 

Number  of  sitting 

case  cars  

7 

4 

Number  of 

5 

Number  of 

16 

Total 

Area  summary 

journeys 

cases 

mileage 

Ambulances  

4,006 

19,447 

191,514 

Sitting  Case  Cars  ... 

2,761 

17,988 

185,857 

Total  

6,767 

37,435 

377,371 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

This  service  was  transferred  from  the  County  Health  Department  to 
the  County  Social  Services  Department  on  the  1st  April,  1971. 
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V^ENEREAL  DISEASE 
Clinics  are  held  as 
Place 

H.M.  Stanley  Hospital. 
St.  Asaph 

War  Memorial  Hospital, 
Wrexham 


CLINIC, 
follows  : 

Day 

Tuesday 

Monday 

(Males) 

Wednesday 
(Males  & Females) 
Friday 

(Males  & Females) 


Times 

4.30 — 0.30  p.m. 

5.00  p.m. — 7-00  p.m. 

4.00  p.m. — 6.00  p.m. 
5-00  p.m. — 7-00  p.m. 


CHIROPODY  CLINIC. 

This  clinic  is  held  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  by  appoint- 
ment. Patients  are  referred  by  General  Practitioners,  Health  Visitors  and 
District  Nurses.  A charge  of  13p  per  treatment  is  made.  The  number  of 
persons  who  attended  this  clinic  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : 


Number  of  sessions  held 89 

Number  of  appointments  for  treatment  ...  532 

Total  attendances 462 

Free  treatment  was  given  during  the  year  to  aged  persons  living  at 
Bryn  Derwen  Home  for  the  Aged.  The  number  of  treatments  griven  was 
as  follows  : 

Number  of  sessions  held  16 

Number  of  appointments  for  treatment  ...  70 

Total  attendance ...  70 


family  planning  clinic. 

Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay — 

Monday,  2-30  p.m. — 3-30  p.m. 

Thursday,  7-00  p.m. — 8-30  p.m. 

The  Clinic,  Fforddlas,  Rhyl — 

Wednesday,  7-00  p.m. — 8-30  p.m. 

The  Clinic,  Prestatyn — 

Thursday,  10-00  a.m. — 11-30  a.m. 

The  Clinic,  King  Street,  Mold — 

Every  Thursday,  9-30  a.m. — ^11-00'  a.m. 

1st  and  3rd  Wednesday,  7-00 — 8-30  p.m. 

County  Council  Clinic,  Mount  Street,  Ruthin — 

2nd  Wednesday,  10-00  p.m. — 11-30  a.m. 

4th  Wednesday,  7-00' — 8-30  p.m. 

Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham — 

Every  Wednesday,  6-45  p.m. — 8-45  p.m. 

Every  Thursday,  2-00  p.m. — 3-30  p.m. 

Prince  Charles  Road,  Wrexham — 

Every  Tuesday,  12-00 — 1-30  p.m. 

CERVICAL  CYTOLOGY  CLINIC. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : *■ 

1 Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham — 

Thursday,  5-30 — 8-00  p.m.  (by  appointment  only). 

Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay — 

Monday,  5-00  p.m. — 8-00  p.m.  (by  appointment  only) . 

10  sessions  were  held  at  Llanrwst  Clinic  during  the  year  and  111  were 
examined. 
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CHEST  CLINIC. 

Patients  from  the  Urban  District  and  surrounding  areas  usually  attend 
the  chest  clinics  held  weekly  at  Llandudno  and  Rhyl  hospitals. 

CHILD  HEALTH  CENTRE. 

Mothers  take  their  'babies  to  one  of  the  under-mentioned  clinics  which 


serve  the  area  and  the  attendance  at 
as  follows  : 

these  clinics 

during 

the  year 

Llanrwst  Conway 

Cerrig 

Children  born  in  1971  

58 

34 

16 

Children  born  in  1970  

63 

18 

25 

Children  born  in  1969/66  .. 
Total  attendances — 

104 

41 

15 

Under  1 year 

832 

295 

171 

1 to  5 years  

435 

184 

152 

Llanrwst  Clinic  is  held  on  Tuesday  afternoons  at  1-30  p.m.  to  3-30 
p.m.  and  at  Gian  Conway  on  the  second  and  fourth  Monday  afternoon 
in  each  month.  Welfare  foods  are  available  at  the  clinics  every  session, 
and  at  Llanrwst  also  from  10  a.m.  every  Tuesday  and  on  Fair  Day 
afternoons,  for  the  convenience  of  the  mothers  from  rural  districts. 

SCHOOL  OPHTHALMIC  CLINIC. 

These  clinics  are  held  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  by  appointment. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  ATTENDANT. 

The  School  Health  Attendant  visited  the  schools  for  the  purpose  of 
routine  testing  of  children's  vision  and  hearing.  Children  found  to  have 
defective  hearing  and  / or  vision  were  followed  up  and  referred  to  a con- 
sultant for  further  examination  where  necessary.  Boys  aged  10  years  have 
a colour  vision  test  in  addition  to  vision  test. 


The  number  of  children  tested  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 


Colour 

Audio- 

Vision 

Vision 

metric 

Sweeps 

Boys 

Sweeps 

Number  of  Children  tested  

241 

16 

236 

Number  found  satisfactory  

231 

13 

222 

Number  found  to  be  defective  

10 

3 

14 

Number  referred  to  School  Nurse 

. ...  10 

— 

— 

Number  referred  to  Medical  Officer  ... 

— 

— 

14 

SPEECH  THERAPY  CLINIC. 

A Welsh-speaking  Speech  Therapist  visits  the  schools  in  the  Rural 
Districts  and  gives  advice  at  the  school.  She  also  holds  treatment  clinics  at 
The  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  by  appointment.  Cases  are  brought  to  her 
notice  by  school  teachers,  health  visitors,  and  general  practitioners. 

NURSING  SERVICES. 

Health  Visitors  : 

Miss  R.  H.  Jones,  Child  Health  Centre,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst. 

Llanrwst  345. 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Roberts,  Avondale,  Chapel  Street,  Corwen. 

Cerrig  248. 

Mrs.  M.  Jones,  Pentre  Rhydeden,  Llangernyw.  Llangernyw  614. 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  E.  Leach  Jones,  Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay. 

Colwyp  Bay  55271. 
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District  Nurses  and  Mid  wives  : 


Miss  A.  M.  Ellwood,  Ffrith  Mair,  Talycafn. 
Mrs.  M.  Modinos,  Glascoed,  Llangernyw. 
Mrs.  G.  Parry  Jones,  Haulfryn,  Llansannan. 


Relief  District  Nurse  : 

Mrs.  O.  Williams,  Graig  Smithy,  Eglwysbach. 


Tynygroes  310. 
Llangrernyw  207. 
Llansannan  601. 

Tynygroes  310. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICES. 

The  administration  of  this  was  transferred  from  the  County  Health 
Department  to  the  Social  Services  Department  on  1st  April,  1971. 


CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINIC. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

Bod  Difyr,  Cefn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay — 
Wednseday.  By  appointment. 

Friday.  By  appointment. 

Kelso  House,  Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham — 
Thursday.  By  appointment. 

Friday.  By  appointment. 

Mercier  House  Clinic,  Russell  Road,  Rhyl — 
Monday.  By  appointment. 


ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINIC. 

The  Orthopaedic  Clinic  at  Llanrwst,  was  discontinued  in  the 
summer  of  1971,  and  transferred  to  Llandudno  General  Hospital. 
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